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Mont Blanc, Jardin Feerique. By Gaston Rebuffat. Hachette, Paris. 1963. Fr. 30 

AN ORIGINAL member of the Alpine Club a hundred years ago would 
certainly have been surprised to hear of a book written by an Alpine 
guide. No publisher was ever invited to assess the merits of anything 
written by Melchior Anderegg, Michel Croz or J-A. Carrel. These 
men had been reared in a high mountain environment, where material 
needs were the prime necessities of life. Their employers were men 
who came to mountains to escape for a time from the demands of 
urbanised, comfortably assured, if busy, life. A phrase used by Rebuffat 
at the beginning of his book illustrates the change that has taken place: 
'clans leur sterilite les montagnes sont seulement faites pour notre 
bonheur'. 

In the field of sport the professional has now learned to express in 
writing the aesthetic satisfactions of his calling, and Rebuffat is a 
notable example. His book Etoiles et Tempetes described half a dozen 
strenuous climbs requiring the greatest technical skill and modern 
equipment, those on the Dru and the Gran des J orasses being in the 
'Jardin Feerique' of Mont Blanc. This latest book deals with moun
taineering from a less technical standpoint, and his subject is well 
chosen, for the Mont Blanc massif has exceptionally great variety and 
beauty, and a longer history than any other mountain. Many other 
writers have dealt with that history, but Rebuffat has brought it all 
together in most readable form; and it is admirably and profusely 
illustrated. Windham, de Saussure, Paccard, Balmat and others are 
presented to us in accordance with the latest emendations of the 
records, with copious and often most amusing reproductions of old 
illustrations, articles and books. I liked the not quite identical pictures 
of de Saussure's ascent, in which the great man had his somewhat 
unathletic figure 'singulierement amincie' and his method of descent 
made more dignified. The incident of Henriette d' Angeville's ascent 
in 1838, pictured on p. 99, is remarkable; so are the variations of her 
costume. The extracts from Albert Smith's story of his ascent in I 8 5 I , 

which had such success in London, are interesting; so are those~ from 
Ten Scenes from the last ascent of Mont Blanc by J. D. H. Browne. (He 
is Browne oftener than Brown or Brow.) The thousands who now use 
the Aiguille du Midi telepherique would be interested to read that in 
1856 Comte F. de Bouille made the first ascent of the highest point of 
the Aiguille and said, 'je doute qu'il y ait une seconde '. The pictures 
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of his bivouac in the Vallee Blanche and of bivouacs on the Grands 
Mulets excite our pity. 

A handsome tribute is paid to the English pioneers of I8so-I86o, 
the period when our Club was formed, the period in which, as Rebuffat 
says, 'le voyageur devient alpiniste '. It is curious that it was not till 
1861 that Leslie Stephen and Tuckett with three Swiss guides made the 
first complete ascent from the Tete Rousse by the Bosses ridge. I was 
pleased to read that Rebuffat gives Marie Couttet (Moutelet) the credit 
for proving by himself alone in 1840 the feasibility of the final portion 
from the Col du Dome over the Bosses. 

The many attractions of the 'J ardin F eerique ', the many routes on 
Aiguilles and Jorasses and the great Italian faces of Mont Blanc, have 
been discovered and enjoyed in the last hundred years. The story 
is well told and the technical achievement rises. With Whymper and 
Croz, Mummery and Burgener, the brothers Gugliermina, Young and 
Knubel and many others down to these days of Cassin, Bonatti and the 
Chamonix experts, we have an account of great achievements. The 
Gran des J orasses becomes a specially sought feature of the massif; the 
greatest climb on it, the Walker spur, is at last accomplished by Cassin 
and t\VO friends just before the Second War. Rebuffat calls it 'la plus 
belle course de toutes les Alpes '. Mter the war the tale of achievement 
goes on right up to the exploit in 1961 on the Pillar of Freney in which 
three Englishmen shared. 

Modern facilities of travel have brought the Himalaya and Andes 
within the scope of a short holiday, but Rebuffat believes that men will 
still be drawn by 'la beaute du massif du Mont Blanc, beaute connue 
done moins mysterieuse que celle des massifs lointains mais au fond 
nettement superieure a tout ce qui existe au monde '. He has found the 
great reward of helping others to experience' la revelation de !'altitude'. 

The book ends with two pleasing expeditions, the first 'a la rencontre 
du soleil ',with the start in the dark, when' plus que le jour la montagne 
est j ardin feerique ', and a great meeting with the sun on the summit. 
The second is 'a la pelerine d' etoiles'; here he tells how he came to be 
a guide and what a fine calling it is; 'grimper pour soi, grim per pour les 
autres: les plaisirs ne sont pas contradictoires, ils se completent '. His 
ascents of Mont Blanc are many. 'Toujours, gravissant les derniers 
metres je pense aux pionniers; plutot que mes propres pensees me 
viennent celles d'un ancien, G. H. Mallory ', and he quotes words 
Mallory \V rote at the end of an article in the A. J. on an ascent by the 
South-east ridge of Mont Maudit, and concludes with an apt quotation 
from Ramond de Carbonnieres. 

The book would be worth getting for the pictures alone; in addition 
to the well-chosen mountain scenes there is a whole gallery of the well
known climbers of the past, guides and atnateurs, the last being a very 
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good one of the author. I am biassed in favour of the book because of 
my special affection for Mont Blanc and because the author considers 
the satisfaction of seeing the love of mountains awaken in others com
parable to that of achieving a 'premiere'. 

R. L. G 0 IRVING. 

Land of Tenzpest: Travels in Patagonia, 1958-1962. By Eric Shipton. Pp. 224. 
Illustrations. Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1963. 25s. 

READERS of vols. 65 and 67 of the A.J. will know something of Shipton's 
expeditions in recent years to Patagonia and the Tierra del Fuego. 
Those who have read his articles should be glad of the fuller treatment 
in his present book, and those who do not read the A.J. should make a 
point of getting this volume. 

It is a striking tribute to Shipton, both as a writer and as an explorer. 
If anything, he plays down the hardships of his journeys, but enough 
remains to make it evident what atrocious conditions his parties had to 
face. Whether it is searching for an elusive volcano in the middle of an 
ice-cap, or depicting the volcanic temperament of Dona Carmen, one of 
their hostesses in Patagonia, or building up a sense of impending 
disaster (happily averted) to an expedition's plans in Punta Arenas, or 
likening their treatment by a storm beneath Cerro Y agan to ' one of 
those slapstick comedies of the old silent films. As we struggled to 
dismantle the tent and pack the loads, we were constantly being hurled 
to the ground'; throughout, Shipton carries one along, with the result 
that the book is one of the best he has written. The one weak spot in it 
is the inadequacy of the maps. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

Alpine Climbing Group Bulletin, I963. Published by the A.C.G. Price 4s. 

THE appearance of A. C. G. bulletins in the past has been sporadic in 
timing and variable in quality. Now, in its eleventh year, the A.C.G. 
has produced its best and most ambitious issue both in content and in 
production. This number is a thirty-page affair on glossy paper with 
seven and a half pages of advertisements and a relatively high standard of 
photographic reproduction. All of which suggests, one hopes, a new 
era for these bulletins ; to quote the editorial, the ' aim is, in two or three 
years' time, a bulletin of the quality of La M ontagne '. 

1962 was an excellent summer and the climbs described or written 
about reflected this. I an Clough writes on his ascent of the Eigerwand 
with Chris Bonington. Their climb is now well known, but this article 
underlines the factors for a successful and competent ascent. More 
topical is Don Whillans' technical note of the first ascent of the Central 
Tower of Paine; one hopes it will be followed by a full account of this 
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impressive route. McNaught-Davis writes on the Saussois and Dennis 
Gray on the Kaisergebirge. Both these articles are invitations to British 
climbers to detour into these, to us, lesser known areas. Ian Howell 
gives an account of a first alpine season that included the Cima Grande 
North face, Badile North face, Noire West face, Capucin East face and 
Dru West face. Mention should also be made of Evans' dramatic 
photograph of the 90 metre diedre on the West face of the Dru. Peter 
Crew has lectured to the Club on his climbs last summer in the Dolomites 
and these are now described by Wright. The Bulletin is completed by 
some useful Alpine Notes including excellent small route sketches of new 
climbs. It is, incidentally, refreshing not to have any 'expedition' 
articles. 

My main complaint (this is hardly the right word) is of the shortness of 
the articles. This is no doubt a matter of economics and I hope that this 
issue will have the support that will make possible fatter subsequent 
issues. Peter Crew, the editor, is to be congratulated. 

R. R. E. CHORLEY. -
Clogwyn du'r Arddu. By H. I. Banner and P. Crew. Published for the 

Climbers' Club by The Cloister Press, Ltd., Heaton Mersey, Stockport, 
1963. 

THE new Cloggy guide amply maintains the standards of the Climbers' 
Club's Welsh guides. In appearance and lay-out it is better than its 
predecessors, and the adoption of the same type of illustrated plastic 
cover as is being used by the A. C. J A. C. G. Alpine guide-books is also an 
improvement. 

The last proper guide to this cliff, the thirty -page section devoted to 
it in P. R. J. Harding's Llanberis Pass, was published in 1950. Since 
those neo-classic days, when it was seriously considered that the cliff 
was nearly worked out, so many new routes have been done that there 
now seems almost as little unclimbed rock on the two main buttresses 
as there is on Lliwedd. Between 1951 and 1953, Joe Brown's climbs 
alone about doubled the number of the earlier routes, and the increase 
has continued steadily since then. The easier of the post-1950 routes 
are Hard V.S., the majority Extreme. It would be interesting to cal
culate how many pegs and artificial chockstones have been used on 
them: probably less per route than were used on the first ascents of the 
East and West Buttresses in 1927 and 1928. 

Obviously, a new guide was badly needed. Banner and Crew, who 
between them have added a fair number of important routes themselves, 
have written an excellent one. They have retained V.S. classification 
for the pre-war climbs, and have dispensed with 'Exceptional' as a 
grading for the hardest recent ones; on both points, they are probably 
right, even though it means that nearly all the routes are either V.S., 
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H.V.S. or Extreme. 'Extreme' inevitably becomes a very broad 
bracket. 

It is an admirable feature of this guide that notes are included on the 
geology and the natural history of the area, and R. B. Evans' diagrams 
add to the enjoyment of the book one of the left hand part of the 
West Buttress being particularly good. On the cover photograph, two 
still unclimbed I 2o-ft. grooves above Great Wall show up well. 

A. D. M. Cox. 

Selected Cli1tzbs in the Dolomites (Alpine Club Guide Books, Vol. 3). Edited by 
P. Crew. Pp. 213. 1963. 

THE Dolomites have constantly attracted the attention of a section of 
mountaineers throughout the history of British alpine climbing. But 
during the last decade this area of the Alps has become increasingly 
popular as a result of modern advances in rock-climbing techniques. 
There is a vast amount of climbing to be done in this area of the Alps 
and often the choice of routes has presented a problem for British 
guideless climbers with limited time at their disposal. Moreover, route 
finding can be difficult in the Dolomites, particularly in the descent, 
so good guide books are essential. Even those familiar with the Italian 
and German languages may find themselves overwhelmed by the 
excessive detail to be found in the otherwise excellent guide books 
which have appeared in these tongues. Furthermore, some of the 
C.A.I. volumes have gone out of print and are now difficult to obtain. 
This latest volume in the Alpine Guide Book series of ' Selected 
Climbs', dealing with the Dolomites, is therefore particularly welcome. 
Whereas many of us would be content with Marcel Kurz when climbing 
in the V alais, in the Dolomites we need the help of a compatriot 
because of difficulties with the language. We also need help with the 
selection of routes. 

In this volume all the major groups in the Dolomites are dealt 
with. Many of the hardest routes are described; but the balance is 
well preserved and most of the classic climbs of less severity (below 
Grade VI) are given their fair share of attention. There are many 
excellent diagrams which, when used in conjunction with the concise 
and clear descriptions in the text, should make it easy to identify and 
follow the individual routes. 

The true value of a guide book can only be estimated when it is 
tested in the mountains. But after studying the diagrams and des
criptions of the climbs that are known to him in this one, the reviewer 
is convinced that it will prove to be of practical value in the field. The 
authors and publishers are to be congratulated on the production of 
this excellent addition to the Alpine Guide Book series. 

c. B. M. WARREN. 
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SHORTER NOTICES 
The Book of Glaciers. By Rebecca B. Marcus. Edmund Ward (Publishers) 

Ltd., London. 1963. Price 10s. 6d. 

Tms volume is one of a series of 'First Books', meaning, evidently, 
introductory books on a great many varied subjects. It is written from 

• 

an American angle and many of its examples and pictures are drawn 
from that continent. It explains in simple terms how glaciers begin 
and develop and the nature of their activities. 

Rock Climbing. By Peter Nock. W. & G. Foyle, Ltd. London, 1963. 
Price 4-S. 

THIS is one of the Foyle Handbooks for Sportsmen. It is intended for 
real beginners and the importance of being able to walk soundly on 
mountains is well stressed, and considerable attention directed towards 
safety in climbing. Little asides, such as (p. 65) inspecting your route 
before you start to climb it, 'for it is always on these occasions that the 
guide book does not seem to be as explicit as it was when studied earlier 
in the warmth of the hut', are indicative of the 'horse sense' of the 

• writer. 
Perhaps Chapter 4, 'The Use of the Rope' rapelling, etc. would 

have been more logically placed after 'First Steps' or 'Elementary 
Techniques', but this is of little importance in a book that is expressly 
declared not to be a substitute for practical instruction. 

Accidents in North A1nerican Mountaineering. American Alpine Club. 1963. 

THIS pamphlet of forty-four pages deals with accidents in I 96 I not 
already reported, and those of I 962. The bulk of the report consists of 
selected accidents described fairly fully. Some interesting statistical 
results are tabulated, covering the years 1951-62. A few conclusions 
may be stated: 

The greatest immediate cause of an accident is a slip on rock
something like twice as many as are due to a slip on snow or ice. 
Slips on ascent or descent are roughly even. Climbing unroped is an 
easy first among contributory causes; climbing alone is but a quarter as 
many the lone climber evidently takes more care. The age at which 
accidents most frequently have occurred is IS-20 years, with 2I-25 a 
good second. Other ages, 'also fell'. 'Little or none' is, as one 
would expect, the main cause in terms of experience, and July slightly 
leads August as the most dangerous month in which to climb. 

In terms of percentage rates for those who climb on snow and ice, 
and those who stick to rock, the injury rate is higher in the former case, 

. 
and the mortality rate higher in the latter. · 
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During the twelve years dealt with, the States in the U.S. in which the 
most accidents occurred were Washington (98), Colorado (79) and 
California (78). In number of deaths, Colorado (34) just exceeds 
Washington (33). The States with most persons actually involved in 
accidents are Washington (125), Colorado (96), California (go) and 
Wyoming (85). 

Statistics can be made to do almost anything and some surprising 
results could be extracted from those here, as that the safest age at 
which to climb is below fifteen, the best month December, and the 
safest zones for climbing are the Yukon, South Dakota and Hawaii. 

It is pleasing to learn that injury rates in mountaineering are less 
than those in ice hockey or football: the death rates, however, ha¥e not 
been compared. The proportions in mountaineering by itself from 
1951 to 1962 are given as: 6o4 persons involved in 468 accidents; 382 
injured and 177 killed. 

The Swiss and their Mountains: A study of the influence of Mountains on Man~ 
By Arnold Lunn. George Alien & Unwin, London, 1963. 

THIS volume will be reviewed in our next issue. It is commissioned 
by the Swiss Foundation for Alpine Research, and is intended as a 
Centenary tribute to the Swiss Alpine Club not a history of that Club . 

.. 

ANDEAN JOURNALS AND YEAR-BOOKS 
The following is a summary of main items of interest in some of the 

South American publications that have been received by the Club since 
the last review of these was published in A.J. 66. I 76. 

ARGENTINA -

Anuario del Club Andino Bariloche, Nos. 28/29 (1g6o): The National 
Park of Los Alerces, a new zone of interest to mountaineers, by H. Solari. 
Exploration of the eastern side, and summary of expeditions to the 
Northern Patagonian Ice-cap, by H. J oos. Second ascent of the North 
Tower of the Paine. 

Boletin del Centro Andino Buenos Aires, No. 32 June, 1960: Expedition 
of the C.A.B.A. to the Towers of the Paine, by J. E. Carrera Pereyra. 
Report on the Expedition to Cerro Pier Giorgio, by J. J. Quintas. 

La Montana (Organ of the Federaci6n Argentina de Montafiismo y 
Afines ), No. 2, December, I g6o: First Ascent of Mount Sarmiento, by 
C. Maffei. The drama of frost-bite at high altitudes, by Dr. M. E. Jorg. 
No. 4, January, 1963: First on the Poincenot, by Frank Cochrane. The 
Hidden Volcano, by Eric Shipton. 

• 

• 
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CHILE 

Anuario de Montana (Year-book of the Federaci6n de Andinismo y 
Excursionismo de Chile), I g6o: Briefing for an Expedition, by E. 
Echevarria.Volcanoes between latitudes 36 and 44, by M. Fernandez. 
Report on the Chilean-Japanese Expedition to the Central Andes, 196o. 
List of ascents in Chile, season 1959- 60. International Andean Ex
peditions, 1959-60. Bolivia for the Climber. Clouds over Columbia. 
U nclimbed Peaks of Central Chile, by E. Echevarria. 

Re~·ista Andina, No. 85, January, I963: List of Ascents in the Chilean 
Andes, Season Ig6o-6I. 

PERU 

Revista Peruana de Andinismo (Year-book of the Club Andino Peruana 
and Club Adinista Cordillera Blanca), No. 5 (Ig6o-6r): Foreign Ex
peditions to the Peruvian Andes in rg6o and rg6r (a complete list, with 
excellent summaries and documentation of each climb). Newly named 
glaciers and snow-fields in the Peruvian Andes. Ascents in the Peruvian 
Cor dill era (a list, complete to the end of I g6 I, of successful ascents of 22 3 
Peruvian peaks of over 5000 m. in ranges other than the Cordilleras 
Blanca and Huayhuash ). TheN ational Park ofHuascaran, by C. Morales 
Arnao. Exploration of the Caullaraju System of the Cordillera Blanca, 
by D. Giobbi. The Cordillera Huaytapallana, by A. R. Handabaka. 
The principal virgin peaks of Peru (a list to mid-rg6z). 

This issue also records the foundation, in rg6r, of the Club Andino 
Peruana, Lima, and the establishment of an Andean Section of the 
Peruvian Ministry of Education, under the direction of Senor Cesar 
Morales Arnao. 

MEXICO 

La Montana (Organ of the Club de Exploraciones de Mexico), No. 
225, May, rg6o: Mountain Huts in Mexico, by Dr. M. Guzman Peredo. 

T. CROMBIE • 

• 

• 

• 
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